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Abstract: This is a comment on Piergiorgio Donatelli’s book La vita umana in prima 
persona (2012). Here I point out some similarities between Donatelli’s description of moral life and 
the conception of knowledge based on the interaction between empirical elements and rational 
components of different kinds. I also mention the problem – already faced by J. S. Mill – of the 
relationship between freedom of the subject, causal determinism and scientific laws. 
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